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This is where I grew up. 



This is my lake ς Lake Cumberland. 



This is where my grandfather and I went fishing. 



Typical Cherokee village from Cherokee Nation Museum, Cherokee, 
North Carolina. 

http://www.sitemason.com/files/bZzAE8/chermissvill.JPG


  
 

Painting of the 3 Cherokee leaders who visited England in 1730. 

 

http://www.sitemason.com/files/eaVo0E/cherokee2.JPG


  

Cherokee method of fishing using a stick 



  

¢ƘŜ ά¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀǘƘέ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ ǘƻ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀ 



  

John Ross, Chief of the Cherokee Nation during the 
Trail of Tears 

 

    
 

 



  

Green Corn Ceremony 



  

  



Cherokee Home. 



Photo of Cherokee people in Kentucky taken from the North Carolina 
collection of Cherokee Cultural Archives. 



This is where my father came from.  He and my mother met while he was 
in the U.S. Air Force, stationed in Kentucky.  They met at a USO dance. 



This is the church in the town where my father grew up. 



DŜƴŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ LΩƳ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜǎΦ 



So are they!  Please see the story of Jumping Mouse in Coyote Medicine 
for more details. 



This topology is just down the road. 



Sunset in South Dakota. 



Wounded Knee, South Dakota. 



Jingle Dance at the Oglala Pow Wow on Pine Ridge Reservation 2006. 



Land around Wounded Knee 



The Prairie around Wounded Knee. 



The Wounded Knee Memorial 



 Dr. Charles Alexander Eastman (Sioux: Ohiyesa, (pronounced Oh hee' 
yay suh), February 19, 1858 - January 8, 1939) was a Native American 
author, physician and reformer. He was active in politics and helped 
found the Boy Scouts of America. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0b/Charles_eastman_smithsonian_gn_03462a.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sioux
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/February_19
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1858
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/January_8
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1939
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Americans_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boy_Scouts_of_America


 Adam Beach portraying Dr. Charles Eastman in the HBO movie, Bury My 
Heart a t Wounded Knee. 



Mehl-Madrona, 2010 

What is Narrative? 

Action from a beginning to an end. 

Embodied in location and in characters. 

Conveying a meaning or message (what is the 
point of the story?). 

Conveys values and emotion. 

Plausible and engaging to an audience for a 
purpose. 



The core mystery in the psychology of 
language is: 
  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

How we compose narratives by blending 

an infinite variety of impressions with a 

sense of agencyðof actors doing things 

with purpose and emotion, seeking and 

evaluating goals in a world of territories,  

places, objects and  

natural events, as well as 

 animals and people  

(Turner, 1996; 

Fauconnier, 2003).  



Roland Barthes 

άbŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ is present in every age, in every 
place, in every society; it begins with the very 

history of mankind and nowhere has there 
been a people without narrativeΦέ  

ά!ƭƭ classes, all human groups, have their 
narratives, enjoyment of which is very often 

shared by men with different, even opposing, 
cultural backgroundsΦέ 



Raymond Mar, Ph.D. 

Stories are used extensively for 
human communication; both the 
comprehension and production of 
oral and written narratives 
constitute a fundamental  

part of our experience. 



Kay Young, Ph.D. and  
Jeffrey L. Saver, M.D. 

The parameters that define what narratives 
accomplish are too vast to disclose, though 

we can allude to their varietyτmedical 
histories, legal testimonies, psychological 

portraits, texts of pure fiction, news stories, 

autobiographies, conversations. 



Kay Young, Ph.D. and  
Jeffrey L. Saver, M.D. 

The storytelling we experience as an event in 
life can lose its appearance as narrative by 
virtue of its integration in life.  

We are so used to having conversations that 
function as stories that we pay little attention 
to their nature. 



MacIntyre, Vygotsky, Trevarthan: 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

ñThrough the hearing and telling 

of stories, children learn what a 

child and what a parent is, who 

populates the world around them 

and what the ways of the world 

are.ò 



AI Scientist Roger Schank: 

Å To be without stories means to be 
without memories, which means 
something like being without a self. 



Roger Schank, PhD 

The binding together of abilities to 
tell, hear, and retrieve stories 

appropriately, usefully or 
innovatively is associated with levels 

of intelligence.  



Roger Schank, PhD 

ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
describes our experience 

because the process of creating the story 
also creates the memory structure that will 
contain the gist of the story for the rest of 

ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎέΦ  



Roger Schank, PhD 

ά²ƘƛƭŜ we will not hold onto the words of 
the telling, ƻǳǊ ǊŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ 

will make a cognitive space or an 
environment for thought that can be drawn 

upon when the gist of the story serves a 
new purposeΦέ 



Jerome Bruner, PhD and  
M. Turner, PhD 

άNarrative organizes not just memory, but 
the whole of human experienceτnot just the 
ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ 

unfoldsΦέ   

άNarrative constructs our notion of reality; 
the experience of life takes on meaning when 

we interact with it as an ongoing storyΦέ 



Stories: 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Å Give cognitive and emotional 

significance to experience 

Å Provide a means of constructing 

and negotiating a social identity,  

Å give moral weight and 

existential significance to actions 

and events. 



Glenn Roberts, 2000: 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

We need to tell good stories, 

because impersonal case 

histories compound our patients' 

suffering by not illuminating each 

individual's experience in the 

struggle to survive  

illness.  



Arthur Kleinman, 1988 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

"Once the patient's biography 

becomes part of the care, the 

possibility that therapy will 

dehumanise the patient, stripping him 

of what is unique to his illness 

experience becomes much less 

likely". 
 



Hunter, 1991 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

"The loss of story making and telling 

has its impact on failure to care for 

the long term chronic or incurable 

patient" (Hunter, 1991). 
 

http://apt.rcpsych.org/cgi/content/full/6/6/432


Eisenberg, 2000: 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

ñStories have been in retreat for some years, 

increasingly viewed as the unreliable remnant of 

an anecdote-based medicine and the 

unsupported pronouncements of óauthoritiesô.  

Freud's concern that his case histories lacked 

"the serious stamp of science" has found 

resounding affirmation in the thrust of evidence-

based journals and their enthusiasm for "data 

overthrowing dogma." 
 



Greehalgh & Hurwitz, 1998: 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

ñAt its most arid, modern 

medicine lacks a metric for 

existential qualities such as inner 

hurt, despair, hope, grief and 

moral pain which frequently 

accompany, and often constitute, 

the illnesses from which people 

sufferñ. 



Hunter, 1991: 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Doctors, whatever their 

theoretical orientation and 

practical commitments, 

spend most of their working 

day telling stories.  



Brody, 1987: 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

ñStories are essential as 

means of how scientific 

knowledge, in its generality, 

can be applied to 

individuals in their 

particularity".  



Both indigenous and post-
modern thought: 
  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Truth is not óout thereô waiting to 

be discovered and measured, 

leading to rules and regularities, 

but is constructed by people 

interacting with their 

environment, always provisional 

and contingent on context. 



Glenn Roberts, 2000: 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

No messages arrive 

uncoded, innocent of 

beliefs or persuasion.  



Glenn Roberts, 2000: 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

2 perspectives on the creation 

of accounts or narratives: 

Å constructivism and  

Å social constructionism 



Constructivism (Mair, 1988): 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Emphasizes a process arising within 

an individual, attributing meanings to 

events and creating a story to 

contain and explain personal 

experience:  

 

Our knowledge of órealityô is 

considered to be a story we tell 

ourselves. 



Constructivism (Mair, 1988): 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Emphasizes a process arising within 

an individual, attributing meanings to 

events and creating a story to 

contain and explain personal 

experience:  

 

Our knowledge of órealityô is 

considered to be a story we tell 

ourselves. 



Social Constructionism 
(McNamee & Gergen, 1992): 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Focuses on social perspectives 

and how meanings are 

negotiated with an individual to 

create a narrative, co-constructed 

by the individual interacting with 

those around him.  



Social Constructionism 
(Kleinman, 1988) 
  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

ñThe clinical account is perhaps 

better regarded as the active 

creation of illness meanings in a 

dialogue with the subject".  


